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March 2021 
 

Open Gates 

A publication of the Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 
 
NEXT MEETING: No March 2021 Meeting  

Redlands Church of The Nazarene 

1307 E Citrus Ave., Redlands, CA 92374 
 

A Word From Our President: 

Greetings Gates members! Lately, this gorgeous Southern 

California winter weather reminds me of why we have chosen 

to live in this part of the country where the cost of living is so 

high. That’s what we’re paying for…the weather. I know that 

many, if not most, of you are also enjoying these gorgeous, 

warm February days. In fact, as much rain as there were in 

January, many of the plants and soil can dry up relatively fast 

with the sunny heat. Be sure to water those that are winter 

growers. 

On the flip side, the aloes are blooming like madness. If you 

get a chance, try visiting the Jurupa Mountain Discovery 

Center in Jurupa Valley. There is a cactus/succulent garden 

that is ever growing and it has been a favorite annual event 

for the club to visit the garden in the past. The center sits just 

north of the 60 freeway with the huge metal mammoth 

standing on the hills welcoming visitors. Take the family and 

kids. 

As we continue to stay healthy and well, there are signs of 

progress for getting out of this health pandemic. Many 

businesses are beginning to or has already re-opened, albeit 

under strict covid safety guidelines. That’s encouraging news, 

but many more people still need to get the vaccine. In the 

meantime, continue to join the bi-weekly CSSA speaker 

webinar series. There’s also your personal succulent garden to 

enjoy. 

What do you think of our new newsletter look? Give us your 

feedback and share with everyone how you have been 

tending to your plants. Send us some pictures. It’s been 

 

Plants of the Month 

Cactus - 

n/a 

Succulent – 

n/a  

 

Next Month: April 

Cactus - 

Gymnocalycium 

Succulent – 

Succulent Bromeliad 

 

Photos in Lieu of Mini Show 

See page 2 for details 

 
 

Gates Annual Show  

Highest Points 

--- 
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exactly twelve months since our last in-person, live meeting… 

so stay in touch. 

-Phuc Huynh 

President 

2021 Mini Show List 

While our meetings are still on hold indefinitely, we’re picking 

back up where we left off in 2020 with our monthly mini shows 

in a photo format until we can meet again in person. There will 

be no points given, but a $25 Visa gift card will be awarded 

by random draw among the registered club members who 

submit photos for the month of April, one entry per photo 

submitted. Hopefully these virtual mini shows allow us the 

opportunity to show off some plants that don’t travel very well 

or are permanently incorporated in your landscaping. 

 

Members interested in sharing photos of their plants of the 

month with the club should send their high resolution photos 

(including member name, genus and specific name) to the 

editor. Photos can be emailed to opengates@gmail.com or 

submitted by text to (951)544-0578. Please submit photos no 

later than Sunday, March 28th to be included in the April 

newsletter.  

2021 CACTUS SUCCULENT 

APRIL Gymnocalycium Succulent Bromeliad 

MAY Best Staged 

JUNE Photograph  

JULY Echinopsis Stem Succulent 

Euphorbias 

AUGUST North American 

Columnars 

Lithops 

SEPTEMBER Crested/Monstrose/Variegates 

OCTOBER Opuntiadeae Stapelia/Huernia 

OCTOBER Dead Plant 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Cactus & Succulent Society 

Webinar Series 

Frank Süpplie 

The Splendor of Orchid 

Cacti 

Saturday, March 6th 

10:00AM PST 

Click here to Register  

or visit 
cactusandsucculentsociety.org 

Saddleback Valley 

Bromeliad Society 

Show & Sale 

Saturday, March 27th 

Sunday, March, 28th 

10:30AM – 4:00PM 

Sherman Library & Gardens 

Corona Del Mar, CA  

Click here for details 

or visit 

thesherman.org 

 
 

 
 

“Aloe Madness” at Jurupa 

Mountain Discovery Center 

mailto:opengates@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Wpq10sw-SUmpgfQHJgB04A
https://thesherman.org/event/bromeliad-show-and-sale/
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Cactus & Succulent Society of America Webinar Series 

Program: The Splendor of Orchid Cacti 

With over 7,000 registered names, Epiphytic cactus 

hybrids, commonly known as Epiphyllums, Orchid Cacti, 

or Epis for short, have been a fascinating and growing 

hobby for many years. Join us as we explore this 

wonderful evolving world. See the latest advances and 

trends, and get cultural tips from one of the world experts 

in the field. 

Biography: Frank Süpplie's parents were already 

collecting Epiphyllum hybrids when Frank was a little boy. 

At the age of 6, he came in contact with many, now famous, Epiphyllum growers such as 

Walther Haage, Kurt Petersen, and many more. At the age of 15, he wrote his first article 

about an Epiphyllum for the Dutch cactus society. Frank has written more than 300 articles 

and books, about epiphytic cacti hybrids. He is a prolific grower of new hybrids and has 

made some stunning crosses. Due to his never ending work with these plants and his 

worldwide contacts, his collection has thousands of different hybrids. Frank resides in 

Nijmegen, Netherlands and is member of several cactus societies. He has won international 

awards with many of his plants. 

Reprinted with permission from The Cactus and Succulent Society of America. 

Things To Do 

Jurupa Mountain Discovery Center & Granite Hills Nursery 

7621 Granite Hill Drive, Jurupa Valley, CA 92509 

Open: Saturdays & Sundays 9:00AM – 3:00PM 

www.jmdc.org (951)685-5818 

Founded in November of 1964, The Jurupa Mountain Discovery 

Center (JDMC) is truly a gem of the Inland Empire. Most inland 

locals are familiar with the bronze mammoth overlooking the 

Jurupa Valley from its perch on the side of the mountain and 

many have visited and experienced one of the many learning 

programs as part of a school 

field trip. The JDMC’s 9 acres of gardens currently 

contain over 20 dinosaur sculptures, a turtle pond, a 

tortoise paddock and an extensive collection of plants 

featuring established cactus and aloe. In addition, the 

JDMC is also home to the Granite Hill Nursery and the 

Museum of Discoveries, although the museum is 

temporarily closed to the public due to current 

pandemic restrictions for indoor operations. Granite Hill 

file:///C:/Users/Victoria/Documents/GATES%20CSSA/Newsletter/www.jmdc.org
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Nursery, carefully over seen by volunteer Michael, 

remains open, as does the gift shop. The nursery has a 

variety of succulents and cacti and the team have been 

working hard during the closures to maintain a healthy 

selection of unique plants. The reptile handling area is 

currently closed to visitors but volunteers are bringing the 

critters out to visit with the public during the weekends. 

Learning programs are also resuming and school 

programs are encouraged to inquire.  The ongoing 

pandemic has drastically effected the centers ability to 

generate income as a result of mandatory closures to the 

public and stoppage of field trips for the 2020-21 school year. While the JDMC typically relies 

on self-generated income, 2020 forced them to turn to outside sources of funding. They 

have been successful in securing emergency loans and grants 

to offset a portion of the lost income, and are relying on 

memberships and weekend visitors to fill the remaining 

significant gaps.  

Parking at the center is $10 per vehicle and the parking fee may 

be applied as a credit to any nursery or gift shop purchase 

totaling a minimum of $40 before tax. Memberships start at $30 

and include benefits such as free parking and nursery/gift shop 

discounts. Membership applications can be processed on the 

JDMC website, by mail and in person in the gift shop. Visitors are 

encouraged to pack a lunch, wear comfortable shoes and 

expect light hiking in order to view the gardens. Handicapped 

accessible restrooms are available near the gift shop. Jurupa 

Mountain Discovery Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  

Saddleback Valley Bromeliad Society Show & Sale 

Sherman Library and Gardens 

2647 East Coast Highway, Corona Del Mar, CA 92625 

Saturday & Sunday March 27th & 28th, 2021 10:30AM-4:00PM 

https://thesherman.org/event/bromeliad-show-and-sale/ 

At last, the first sign of plant related shows & sales returning to 

Southern California! The Saddleback Valley Bromeliad Society 

will be hosting their annual show and sale at the Sherman Library. 

President Cristy Brenner is scheduled to speak at 1PM both days 

and a tour of the Sherman bromeliad collection is scheduled for 

Saturday morning. The tour is limited in capacity and advance 

registration is required. Show is free with paid admission to the gardens. Garden admission 

is $5 for non-members and may be paid in advance via the Sherman Library website.  

https://thesherman.org/event/bromeliad-show-and-sale/
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Plant Expeditions 2021 Tour Schedule 

Plant Expeditions, run by Guillermo Rivera, is resuming operations as 

opportunities for safe travel increase. Guillermo was born in 

Argentina. He created his company while working for Cordoba 

Botanical Gardens. He has been dedicated to the organization of 

tours for the last 20 years, throughout South America, Mexico, and 

Africa with emphasis on plants (Succulents, Bromeliads, and 

Orchids), birding, and nature tours.  

The following Plant Expeditions tours are planned for 2021:   

BAJA (Cactus)   April 13-27th, 2021 

NAMBIA (Succulents)   May 9-23rd, 2021 

ECUADOR (Bromeliads)  June 18th-July 3rd, 2021 

RED SEA (Diving)   July 15-22nd, 2021 

SOUTH AFRICA (Succulents) August 14-27th, 2021 

MADAGASCAR (Succulents) October 14-30th, 2021 

ARGENTINA/CHILE (Cactus) November 19th-December 5th 

Proof of complete COVID-19 vaccination will be required to 

participate in any tours. Interested members can find more 

information about individual tours at: 

www.plantexpeditions.com 

or by reaching out to Guillermo directly at:  

(941)447-2160 

info@plantexpeditions.com 

plantexpeditions@gmail.com 

Members interested in BAJA or NAMBIA options are 

encouraged to reach out ASAP to ensure availability. 

 

Editor’s Note:  

Please, don’t be shy! Send in those photos! If you need any 

assistance with taking or sending photos of your plants, please do 

not hesitate to reach out via phone, text or email. I’m more than 

happy to assist you in capturing a great photo or troubleshooting 

technical issues. Got plants you’d like to photograph, but no 

equipment, time or skill? Let’s chat about setting up a photo session 

to capture your collection. Sessions must be able to be conducted 

outdoors while following current health and safety guidelines.  

(951)544-0578 

opengates.newsletter@gmail.com 

-Victoria Bugé 

Editor 

file:///C:/Users/Victoria/Documents/GATES%20CSSA/Newsletter/www.plantexpeditions.com
mailto:info@plantexpeditions.com
mailto:plantexpeditions@gmail.com
mailto:opengates.newsletter@gmail.com
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2021 Gates Leadership Team  

President Phuc Huynh (909) 910-9195 Director Karen Roholt (951) 897-2220 

Vice President John Reynolds (909) 767-5606 Director Ann Reynolds (909) 767-5606 

Past President Don McGrew (909) 783-2477 Director Sande Martin (909) 855-5841 

Treasurer Jo Ann Crabtree (909) 633-6934 Director Victoria Buge (951) 544-0578 

Secretary Vacant  Librarian Karen Fleisher (951) 682-3795 

Sales Chair Ann Reynolds (909) 987-5706 Greeter Teresa Wassman (951) 781-8205 

Cactus Rescue Sande Martin (909) 855-5841 Editor Victoria Buge (951) 544-0578 

Program Chair Woody Minnich (661) 406-9816  

 

 

 

 

All paid 2020 Memberships are being carried over through 2021 

 * * * No memberships due until 2022 for current members * * * 

 

 

GATES Cactus & Succulent Society 

Membership – 2021 

   Today’s Date:                                             Circle One:  NEW   or   RENEWAL 

   Name:         Spouse/Other:  

   Address:   

   City/State/ Zip:   

   Telephone #:                                              Interested in volunteering?   YES or No        

   Email:   

  Annual Dues:  $20.00 – Yearly Membership / Newsletter by Email – January to December 

$35.00 - Newsletter by US Post Office (Grandfathered members ONLY)                          

$10.00 – Badge, each 

Total Paid:                       Cash or Check                                                                                 www.gatescss.com 

Please mail your completed membership form and check to: 

Jo Ann Crabtree – Treasurer 

4704 David Way 

San Bernardino, CA 92404-1422 


