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From Our President:  

The fall season has finally arrived, and not a moment too soon to help 
ease the tremendous heat waves we’ve all been enduring this summer.  How 
did your plant do?  Did they fare well?  Besides having to withstand the 116 
degrees sun and heat, there was the additional element of burnt ash from the 
devastating fires sprinkled everywhere.  Please protect yourself from the intense 
sun and bad air quality.  Make sure to you wash the ashes from your car and 
your plants. 

Video webinars has become more integral to conducting meetings and 
activities for many cactus and succulent societies.  No, it’s not as fun and 
meaningful as the traditional in-person meeting but it has have many surprisingly 
beneficial consequences.  It has allowed so many people from all around the 
country and all over the world to be able to view and participate with 
CSSA.  These succulent enthusiasts otherwise, would never have had the 
opportunity to participate in previous live events.  Because of more exposure to 
the events and consequently more exposure to CSSA, there has been an 
increase in new membership to CSSA from around the country and world.  

Many members are not too keen with accepting this new method of 
listening to cactus and succulent talks.  For the time being, until the day when 
we can resume live meetings and activities, this will be the best and safest way 
to see and talk with each in real-time.  The scheduled speaker for October 3rd 
will be Attila Kapitany from the original “down-under” Australia and whose topic 
will be Australian Succulents.  Attila is no stranger to us or the CSSA community 
having visited us twice in recent years presenting his well-received 
talks.  Registration information is in this newsletter. 

 
In the meanwhile, I hope please keep in touch with one another and stay 

well.  Let us know what’s on your mind. 
                         - Phuc 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President              909-910-9195 Phuc Huynh  Director 951-897-2220 Karen Roholt 
Vice President      760-881-0184 Trisha Davis  Director 909-987-5706              Ann Reynolds 
Past President      909-783-2477 Don McGrew  Director 909-882-6013 Sande Martin 
Treasurer              909-633-6934             Jo Ann Crabtree                    Director             909-935-7490          John Reynolds 
Secretary              909-645-0662             Gil Gilberto                 Librarian 951-682-3795 Karen Fleisher 
Editor                    760-881-0184             Trisha Davis  Greeter 951-781-8205 Teresa Wassman 
Sales Chair           909-987-5706             Ann Reynolds    
Cactus Rescue     330-986-6313             Jeffery Loew 
Program chair       661-406-9816             Woody Minnich 

 

Leadership Team 2020 

Plants of the     
Month 

 
Cactus – 
Opuntiaceae 
 & Dead Plant 
 
Succulent – 
Stapelia, 
Huernia 
& Dead plant 

 

 
 
Next Month 
  
Cactus –  
 

Succulent –  

 
NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY, No October 2020 Meeting 

AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE  
1307 E CITRUS AVE, IN REDLANDS, CA 



This Month 

Hello folks, 

 

Join us Saturday, October 3rd  at 10:00 a.m. 

PDT for the 11th in a series of webinars 

featuring Cactus and 

Succulent experts 

from around the 

world. 

 

Attila Kapitany    

Live from Victoria, 

Australia! 

"Australian Native 

Succulents ~ An 

Introduction" 

 

To register for the 

webinar in advance, click here 

After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email. 

 

Program: Here is a fresh approach to 

conventional attitudes and ideas about the 

diversity and beauty of Australian flora. Enjoy a 

colorful visual tour of lesser known and 

intriguing Australian native plants, mostly in 

habitat, some of which are rare and very 

unusual. 

 

With Australia’s natural flora of well over 

20,000 species, at least 400 are considered to 

have a notable degree of succulence. 

 

This program covers at least one hundred 

species from forty genera. Included are some 

of the most under-appreciated, diverse, and 

interesting of Australian plants.  

 

The fact that many of them are among the 

most drought or dry tolerant of all plants, helps 

link them all together, along with their obvious 

succulence. Some Australian wildlife in the 

succulent habitats will be worth watching out 

for! 

 

A Short Biography of Attila Kapitany 

 

Attila Kapitany is well known for his 

passion for cacti and succulents! He is a 

past president of the Cactus & Succulent 

Society of Australia with 10 years in this 

position. Attila has over thirty eight years’ 

experience growing and enthusiastically 

marketing cacti and succulents. Attila is 

also a member of the Horticultural Media 

in Australia, writing regularly in 

magazines, journals and newspapers and 

promoting succulent plants.  

 

Attila has co-written seven books with Rudolf 

Schulz about succulents, with an eighth book a 

solo effort on Australian native species. His 

newest publications are a series of ten 

booklets on xerophytic Australian plants.  

 

Since 2007, Attila has dedicated much of his 

time and resources to promoting our lesser 

known Australian succulent plants, touring the 

Australian and international speaking circuits 

regularly and featuring on television and radio. 

 

To register for the webinar in advance, click 

here 

After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FVykU7RRAWvPrzRcPpXcA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FVykU7RRAWvPrzRcPpXcA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FVykU7RRAWvPrzRcPpXcA


Opuntiaceae 
   Buck Hemenway 
 This is a very broad category of cacti.  It is 
the only family that has representatives in all of the 
Americas, from Canada to the most southern 
reaches of South America.  Botanists have made 
efforts during the last 20 years or more to make the 
groups of plants more sensible.  Many agree with 
the name changes, while quite naturally many do 
not.  
 Opuntias are all recognized by the jointed 
nature of their “arms” or “pads”.  From the very 
smallest Punas and Tunillas to the largest 
Opuntias, this growth feature is the first definitive 
characteristic of these plants.  In an effort to 
separate and more clearly define many of them, the 
botanists have used many descriptive terms as part 
of the names, but the only ones that seem to have 
stuck (so far) are “Cylinder” which is added to 
Opuntia to describe plants with round branches vs. 
flat pads and “Austro” meaning south added to 
either Opuntia or Cylindropuntia meaning from 
South America.  So an Auystrocylindropuntia is a 
round armed Opuntiad from South America.  We 
would call it a “Cholla”. 
 Most of the family have groups of small 
barbed spines that emanate from the areoles which 
are referred to as “glochids”.  Those who work with 
Opuntiads are very familiar with this nasty feature. 
 From the smallest to the largest, Opuniads, 
produce beautiful colorful flowers.  Their delicate 
nature belies the spiny defenses on the rest of the 
plant.  There are a multitude of shapes and growth 
forms that make them valuable additions to 
landscapes featuring succulent plants. 
 Pests, in general are a non-issue with 
Opuntiads.  While susceptible to a scale or mealy 
bug known as Cochineal, the bug carries no 
pathogens that bring disease to the plants and 
rarely if ever cause any Opuntia’s death.   

There is a bug “Cactoblastis cactorum” 
which is a moth whose larvae will eat and destroy 
Opuntias.  It has been used as a biological control 
in parts of the world where the Opuntia has become 
a nuisance with great success.  Due to an 
unfortunate series of events, the moth is now in 
North America and threatens to completely wipe 
out the Pad shaped Opuntias in North America.  
This group of plants still represents a more than 
$100 million industry in Mexico. 

 

 
 

 

 



Stapeliads 

 The plants that we refer to as 
“stapeliads” are from a number of genera 
belonging to the Asclepiadoideae subfamily in 
the Apocynaceae family of plants.  They are 
mainly fleshy stemmed succulent plants 
without leaves, exhibiting an unworldly array of 
flowers.   
 The plants of this subfamily are bound 
together by their specialized pollination 
techniques that are completely dependent on 
flies as the pollinating vector.  
 The family is exclusively Old World in 
origin, and the plants are found from southern 
Arabia to the tip of the African continent, in 
desert and semi-desert environments. 
 The subject for this month’s mini-show 
was chosen because many of them as 
blooming in the late summer to fall seasons.  
 The plants of this family are generally 
easy to grow.  They like our climate except for 
our coldest and hottest days.  A little 
protection, under a light shrub or tree allows 
them to grow to their full potential.  They 
should be allowed to receive a minimum of 4 to 
5 hours of sun per day, preferable morning sun 
in the hottest areas. 
 There is no thrill for a plant lover like 
seeing the bloom of one of these fantastic 
plants for the first time.  The flowers range in 
size from just over microscopic to more than 
10” across.  Many of them exhibit a smell 
reminding one of rotting meat, thus their 
common name of “Carrion Flower” plants. 
 All genera of plants in this family are 
eligible for the mini-show.  Many of us have 
Stapelia, Huernia, Duvalia, Carraluma, Hoodia 
and Orbea in our collections. 
 Mealy bugs are an ever-present danger 
to these plants.  Care should be taken to make 
sure they are not present in the foliage as well 
as in the roots.  Root mealy finds these plants 
and destroys them while all other genera on 
the bench are untouched. 
 
- Buck Hemenway 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                         
 

Caralluma schweinfutrhii 
 

Orbea variegata 

Stapelia gigantea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Piranthus germinatus 



Dead Plant 

We aren’t able to meet for the Dead Plant this 
year, but lets have some fun and re-recognize a 

few of our past winners.  😊 
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