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From Our President: 

Spring is a busy time for everyone with so many things to do and 
accomplish. As gardeners and growers, we know how it is to have so much to 
do in such a short period of time during a day. The club’s annual show and sale 
is quickly nearing and this event deserves every member’s attention. This is our 
annual showcase of what we all are passionate for-succulents and cacti. Only in 
our second year of having the event within Redlands and the local community, 
the show and sale has already received much attention and support. We should 
anticipate more attendees, both seasoned veterans and newcomers, during the 
two-day event. Interests in drought-tolerant vegetation continue to grow and new 
people are ever more curious and fascinated with succulents. 
 

Each of us not only serves as ambassador for the club but we are also a 
great source of information and reference to people still learning about succulent 
plants. Here is where each of us can help make the event a bigger success. 
Please help your club by volunteering a moment of your busy time! Regardless 
of your experience or knowledge with succulents, there are so many ways you 
can volunteer. You can help with either the show or the sale or both- cashier, 
security, people greeter, setup, takedown and cleanup, among other duties. 

 
Here is another easy way for you to help with the event. The plant sale 

needs many, many,mucho cardboard boxes for carrying plants that customer 
will buy. Please save and collect as many boxes as you can and bring them to 
the meeting or sometimes before the show/sale day. 

 
 You can arrange for local pickup of the boxes if you have difficulty 

transporting them to the event. There will be more updates when we see you at 
the meeting. 
  

-Phuc 
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Plants of the     
Month 

 
Cactus – 
Echinocereus 
 
Succulent –  
Miniature Aloes 
(less than 10” 
dia) 

 
Save the Date!  
 
APR 13              
CONEJO CACTUS & 
SUCCULENT 
SOCIETY PLANT 
SALE    
 
APR 6-7 
South Coast Cactus & 
Succulent Sale  
 
APR 28 
HUNTINGTON 
PLANT SALE   10 to 
5pm   HUNTINGTON 
BOTANICAL 

 
NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY, April 3rd at 7:00 PM 

AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE  
1307 E CITRUS AVE, IN REDLANDS, CA 



Our Program This Month 
Ernesto Sandoval  

“Forms and Functions of Cacti and succulents Inside and 
Out along with other 

Desert Dwellers!”  
Ernesto will be 
sharing his 
understanding of 
the way succulents 
and other desert 
plants are adapted 
to surviving drought 
in desert and other 
dry 
environments.  He’ll 
cover Biology ( how 
they work overall) 
Anatomy (How they’re organized on the inside), 
Morphology (how they’re organized on the outside, 
and Ecophysiology (how all the parts above work 
together) to make the plants adapted to their often 
challenging lives.  
 
As usual Ernesto will bring an assortment of 
plants, mostly hardy succulents to offer for sale! 
 
BIO   
Ernesto Sandoval has been wondering and 
seeking questions to why plants grow and look the 
way that they do for a long time.  Now he explains 
and interprets the world of plants to a variety of 
ages and experiences from K-12 to professionals 
as well as Master Gardeners. He regularly lectures 
to a variety of western Garden Clubs throughout 
the year and particularly to Succulent Clubs 
throughout California.  Desert plants are his 
particular passion within his general passion for 
plants.  He describes himself as a "Jose of All 
Plants, Master of None."  Ernesto thoroughly 
enjoys helping others, and gardeners in particular, 
to understand why and how plants do what they 
do. 
 
When he was about 13 he asked his dad why one 
tree was pruned a particular way and another tree 
another way. His dad answered bluntly "because 
that's the way you do it.” Since then he's been 
learning and teaching himself the answers to those 
and many other questions by getting a degree at 
UC Davis in Botany and working from student 
weeder/waterer to Director over the last 25 years 
at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory.  
 

He's long left the "mow blow and go" monoculture 
landscape gardening world and has immersed 
himself in the world of polyculture and biodiversity 
by growing several thousand types of plants at the 
UC Davis Botanical Conservatory, many of them 
succulents.  Several of his favorite garden projects 
involved converting lawns and or water loving 
landscapes to drought tolerant and diversity filled 
gardens!  He likes to promote plant liberation by 
encouraging gardeners of all sorts to grow more 
plants in the ground when possible. He loves the 
technical language of Botany but prefers to relate 
information in more understandable methods of 
communication!  By helping people to understand 
the workings of plants he hopes to help us better 
understand how to and why our plants do what 
they do and how we can maximize their growth 
with less effort. 

 

Mini Show Results 
Please remember to CLEARLY fill out the Mini show entry forms. 
Incomplete or illegible forms will be disqualified.   

Cactus 

Novice  

1st – Coryphantha pallida – Ann Platzer 
2nd – Escobaria strobiliformis – Ann Platzer 
3rd – Escobaria vivpara – Ann Platzer  
 
Intermediate 
1st – Coryphantha cornifere – Rene Hernandez 
2nd –  
3rd – 
 
 
Advanced 
1st – Escobaria minima – Frank Nudge 
2nd – Coryphantha delaetiana – Frank Nudge 
3rd – Coryphantha maiz – tablasensis – Frank Nudge 
 

Succulents  
Novice  
1st – Echeveria ‘ Doris Taylor’– Ann Platzer 
2nd – Echeveria cristata ‘ topsy turvey’  – Ann Platzer 
3rd – Echeveria ‘Doris Taylor’  – Ann Platzer   
 
Intermediate  
1st –  
2nd –  
3rd –  
 
Advanced  
1st –  



Cactus of the Month  -  Echinocereus 
By:  Tom Glavich 

Echinocereus is one of the earliest 
recognized genera of Cacti; first described in 1848 
by George Engelmann from a plant collected in 
1846 in what is now New Mexico.  The type 
species (the first one found, and after which the 
genus is named) is Echinocereus viridiflorus, a 
widespread species with a distribution that ranges 
from Southern Wyoming, South Dakota, and 
Kansas to Eastern New Mexico.  As the name 
suggests, it has brilliant green flowers.   

Echinocereus species can be found 
throughout the Western United States, and the 
range of species stretches through the American 
west and through Northern and Central Mexico to 
about Mexico City.  As might be expected from a 
genus covering such a large range, Echinocereus 
are extremely varied in form, ranging from nearly 
spineless green balls such as E. knippelianus, to 
very spiny short columnar species such as E. 
engelmannii, to pencil thin sticks such a E. 
poselgeri. 

In general, Echinocereus is an under-
appreciated genus.  Many cactus growers try one or 
two; but having killed a few in their early 
collecting days, often because of over watering, 
concentrate on other genera.  Most of the species 
are easy to grow.   

Many species are variable displaying 
different spination and flower colors depending on 
the local environment.  This caused a confusion of 
names with too many species named.  These are 
being reduced to a more conservative 30 to 50, but 
the number of collectable forms remains very high.  
The varieties and local growth forms provide an 
enormous range of interesting plants to grow. 

Most Echinocereus have spectacular 
flowers, giving rise to such common names as 
Claret Cup, Strawberry Cactus, Calico Cactus.  
These common names are often attached to more 
than one species. Echinocereus flowers erupt 
through the skin, leaving scars.  Offsets also may 
erupt through the skin. 

Almost all the species need bright light and 
warm temperatures to grow well and flower.  Some 
are quite easy, but many have somewhat fragile 
root systems that are prone to rot.  They often 
benefit from being slightly underpotted.  Good 
drainage is a must. A low organic potting mix, with 
mostly to all pumice will give the best results.  The 

plants will keep their natural character.  Recent 
publications have shown the benefit of low pH 
(slightly acid) water.  This improves growth and 
minimizes rot.  City water is high pH, often over 8.  
Reducing pH is a great way to improve plant 
appearance and growth. 

Propagation from seed is easy.  Seed 
germinates in a few days to about two weeks in 
warm weather, as long as soil mixture is kept 
moist.  Once germination occurs, the seedlings 
need to be moved to an environment with moving 
air.  They need to be kept damp until they have 
hardened off.  Once seedlings get to a size where 
they can be safely handled, they can be pulled out 
of the seedling mix and repotted in straight pumice.  
Growth and survival rate will improve 
dramatically. 

Propagation from cuttings is relatively easy, 
but attention to cleanliness is important.  Use of a 
good rooting compound containing a fungicide 
helps ensure success. 

Echinocereus triglochidiatus ssp. mojavensis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Echinocereus viereckii 



Small Aloes 
  By:  Buck Hemenway 
  We are discussing the diminutive forms of 
one of our largest genera of succulent plants.  In 
this case, we are including the many hybrids that 
have been developed.  The qualifying size of plant 
for the min-show this month is any on which the 
mature rosette is no more than 12” across.  These 
will include most of the hybrids developed by 
John Bleck, Kelly Griffin, Tim Harvey and Karen 
Zimmerman to name a few.  Both species and 
hybrids will be accepted in the Mini-show. 
 Aloes are native to the Old World, in 
Africa, Madagascar, and Arabia.  They are 
currently classified in the huge plant family 
Xanthorrhoeaceae in subfamily Aphodelaceae.  
There is much controversy over these 
classifications.  The discussion continues, but most 
botanists agree that aloes are closely related to 
Astoloba, Bulbine, Gasteria, Haworthia while 
Lomatophyllum has been subsumed into Aloe. 
 We find aloes particularly easy to grow in 
Southern California.  Many of them are endemic to 
Western South Africa, and as such appreciate our 
winter rain fall.  Those winter growers bloom in 
the winter and are wonderful addition to our 
succulent landscapes.  All of them appreciate some 
summer irrigation as well.  For the most part, they 
will tolerate brief freezing temperatures and most 
of them do beautifully in our summer weather.   
 A word of caution regarding the hybrids.  
Many of them are not hardy enough to withstand 
full sun together with temperatures over 100 
deg.F.  They all appreciate as much direct sun as 
possible.  The hybridizers of these plants have 
designed them to show their best in full sun. 
 They are fairly pest resistant.  The collector 
should be watchful for mealy bug infestations and 
aphids on their blooms.  The top pest is the aloe 
mite.  It causes the plant to change its molecular 
structure to grow a special habitat for the nasty 
little critter.  Mechanical removal of the gall on the 
leaves or on the bloom stalk is recommended.  
There are some new pesticides that feature 
miticides in their list of ingredients that seem to 
work on the aloe mite, but there has been no 
testing and no guarantees by the manufacturers. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aloe variegata 

Aloe brevifolia 

Aloe jucunda 
 



2019 Upcoming Events 

 

APR 13              CONEJO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY PLANT SALE   9am TO 3pm 

                           ELKS LODGE, 158 N. CONEJO SCHOOL ROAD, THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91362 

                           INFO: conejocss@hotmail.com 

 

APR. 6-7         SOUTH COAST CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW & SALE  

                                     9-4 pm SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 

                                      26300 CRENSHAW BLVD., PALOS VERDES, CA          

     http://www.southcoastcss.org  

 

APR. 28  HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE   10 to 5pm   HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL 

GARDENS, 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA. 626-405-3504 

 

MAY 4-5             SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE 

VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

4117 OVERLAND AVE., CULVER CITY, CA. INFO. 310-822-1783 

 

MAY 5                SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE---9am to 4pm 

                             SOUTH COAST BONTANICAL GARDENS, INFO. 310-833-6823 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

JoAnn’s  
 

Succulent, Yard Art &  

Jewelry  

Extravaganza!  
 

 

 

1014 W. Sunset Drive  

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

 

 

Fri., April 5th 8:00am – 5:00pm 

Sat., April 6th 8:00am – 1:00pm  
 

 

For info or requests, call 909-793-0680 

 


