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From Our President: 

Welcome all to a new year filled with more 
cactus and succulent excitement.  I trust everyone 
had a wonderful and memorable holiday.  Our 
holiday potluck party last month brought us all 
together to share some holiday spirits with each 
other.  Thank you everyone for bringing such yummy 
and scrumptious food and to Judy Horne for your 
yearly decorations.  They were festive!  

 
Starting this month, Barry Urman will be 

the mini-show lead judge.  Barry along with our 
guest speaker and hopefully one other club 
member will be judging the mini-show plants for 
that particular month.  This is your opportunity to 
be a volunteer judge for any particular month 
throughout the year.  As one of the judge, not only 
will you get to decide on the winning plant but you 
will get a chance to learn from some of our 
experienced and knowledgeable members.  This 

is a very easy yet practical way to improve your cactus and succulent growing skills.  
Thank you Barry.  
 

As a reminder, the monthly Board meeting is on the third Tuesday evening at 
6:00 PM in San Bernardino and everyone is always invited to attend.  Be sure to confirm 
with any of the Board members as there may an occasional change to this schedule.  

With a new year, as new members and guest visitors join us at our meeting, 
please offer them our hospitality and instill a bit of succulent frenzy in them.  They will 
only want more.  See you at the new year’s first meeting.  
 
-Phuc 
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Save the Date!  
 
Jan. 12&13 - SAN 
GABRIEL CACTUS 
AND SUCCULENT 
SOCIETY 
 
FEB. 9 - SAN DIEGO 
CACTUS AND 
SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

 
NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY, January 2nd at 7:00 PM 

AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE  
1307 E CITRUS AVE, IN REDLANDS, CA 



Our Program This Month 
 
Winter Growing Succulents  

  
Keith Taylor will discuss 
winter grower succulents, 
talking about care, 
exposures,extremes and 
staging for presentation. 
Most think winter are an off 
season when it comesto 
C&S and by expanding 
your knowledge of these 

plants will encourage you to grow something of 
interest year round. Keith will also bring in 
specimens from his collection to share, as well as 
have pottery available for purchase. 

Bio 

Keith Taylor 
began 
collecting 
caudiciform 
succulents 
in 1991 
after seeing 
a large cyphostemma juttae in the ground at a local 
botanical garden. “I was drawn to size and 
grotesque shape of the trunk.”The Cyphostemma 
he saw is also the 1st succulent he purchased. His 
collection is more than 800 plants. He grows in 
plastic pots and raised beds. Keith prefers his 
succulents to look like habitat specimens rather 
than cultivated plants. He grows them hard, 
meaning limited water, little to no feeding and hot 
sun to give them the 
look of collected plants. 
In 2008, Keith began 
creating pots to show 
off his plants. He 
believes the pot should 
compliment, not 
distract. The main 
focus should be the 
succulent. If the pot is 
too ornate, colorful, or shiny, it draws your eye 
toward the pot rather than the succulent. Also 
proportion plays a roll. Rocks and topdressing add 
to complete the presentation. His pottery is sought 
after by C&S collectors as well as bonsai artists. 
Keith sells his work at C&S clubs and shows, 
bonsai clubs, online through Facebook,Instagram, 
and his website. He accepts custom orders and 
ships worldwide. 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kitoi/Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/kitoi/ 

Website http://potterybykitoi.weebly.com/ 

Mail 6333 Oakdale Rd Ste I 99, Riverbank, CA 95367 

Phone 1-707-290-0627 

 

Mini Show Plants for 2018 
Please remember to CLEARLY and completely fill out 
the Mini show entry forms. Incomplete or illegible 
forms will be disqualified.Please note, we will no 
longer have the Large and Small categories.  

Mini Show Point Totals for 2018 

Mike Madrigal – 42   Roholt - 8 

Rico Leon – 24   David Hawks - 7 

Ann Reynolds – 20   June Scales - 7 

Greg and Anna – 20  Trisha Davis - 6 

Ann Platzer – 17   Kim Urman - 5 

Dick Hammer16   Diana Roman - 3 

Frank Nudge 14   Joella - 3 

Judy Horne - 13   Sande Martin - 3 

Tommy Dodson – 10  Jo Ann Crabtree - 2 

Rene Hernandez – 8  Sandy Wall - 1 

 

 Newman Achievement Award 
The Hazelle and Davis Newman Award is given 
annually to a person or couple who have served the 
society with contributions of time and talent and have not 
been so honored before.  The nominations must be in 
writing (none from the floor) and be presented or 
emailed to the President or the Newsletter Editor prior to 
the beginning of the January meeting.  We will vote on 
the winner in the February meeting. 

 
 
 



        HOOKED SPINED MAMMILLARIA 
 
 The genus Mammillaria is by far the largest in the 
family Cactaceae with 232 currently recognized taxa.  
Mammillaria grow exclusively in the Western Hemisphere 
from the Central plains of the United States to Columbia.  A 
majority of the species grow in Mexico. 
 They are easy to grow and among the hardest of 
succulent plants to kill.  Early acquisitions follow collectors 
from the beginnings of their involvement in the hobby as 
they progress from novice growers until they are master 
growers and showing those old friends in the advanced class 
at the largest shows.  Nearly every succulent collection 
contains at least a few Mammillaria. 
 Mammillaria tend to be smallish plants but take all of 
the classic forms of cacti.  They can grow as globose 
rounded balls to columnar; as single heads or in clumps of 
stems; and with as few as one spine per areole to dozens 
which can be straight, hooked and all forms in between.  The 
pointed tubercles give rise to the genus name.  

Mammillaria are easy to propagate.  They are very easy 
to grow from seed and the offsets are easily removed from 
the mother plants and rooted.  Both seed propagation and 
vegetative propagation are most successful in the 
spring/summer growing period. 

Seeds are sewn on the surface of a damp to wet soil and 
kept warm (80 deg F soil temperature) and humid (in a zip 
lock bag).  Germination should occur within a few days.  
When the plants start looking like little cacti, take them out 
of the humid environment, but continue to keep the soil 
damp through the first year. 

Offsets can be removed and placed on dry to slightly 
damp soil in the shade until rooting is observed, and then 
planted and treated like the parent plant. 
 They all flower with flower colors ranging from white to 
yellow to bright red and some species can be found in flower 
12 months of the year. 
 Our plants for this month are the ones that grow with 
Hooked Spines.  Whether the central spine is hooked or all 
of them, they qualify.  Hooked-spined Mammillaria occur in 
all of the sub classes and tribes in the Mammillaria genus, so 
can have any of the shapes and growing habits that are found 
in the genus. 
  
 
Some Hooked Spined Mammillaria 
 
Mammillaria bombycina – Is a beautiful multi-headed 
clumping cactus with many fine white radial spines and a 
darker hooked central spine.  It is from Jalisco, Mexico, 
quickly offsetting to become a stunning plant. 

Mammillaria bombycina 
 
Mammillaria crinita ssp. leucantha.  From San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico, simple, rarely clustering, golden spines on a glossy 
green body 

 
 

Mammillaria crinite ssp. leucantha 
 
Mammillaria bombycina ssp. perezdelarosa.  Recently 
moved to subspecies status.  The similarities are obvious, but 
many believe that this beauty should retain its status as a 
separate species. 

 

Mammillaria bombycina ssp perezdelarosa 
 

 
 



African Aloe Species 
   Buck Hemenway 
 One of our favorite and easiest to grow 
genera of succulent plants is Aloe.  This month’s 
subject is plants that are native to Africa and are 
the named taxa of the genus.  In other words a 
recognized sub species or variety qualifies, but not 
a hybrid made in any place other than habitat.  As 
is the case with many spectacular plant genera, 
man has used and loved Aloe plants since the 
earliest of recorded time.   
 Aloe has been categorized along with and 
included in several plant families, including 
Liliaceae.  There is still some controversy, but for 
now the genus Aloe is included in the family 
Aloaceae (1981) which is included in 
Asphodelaceae (1985). 
 Aloes range from among the smallest of 
succulents (A. haworthiodes) to the very largest (A. 
barbarae) and more than 561 taxa are recognized in 
the newest work “Aloes, the Definitive Guide”, 
published in 2010.  This new book is considered to 
be a “must have” by serious Aloe collectors. 
 The African group of Aloes represents the 
majority of the genus.  They grow from the north-
eastern part of the continent to the southern tip and 
are most heavily concentrated in South Africa.  
They grow in places that are extremely arid, 
receiving just a few inches of rain per year to areas 
that receive more than 50 inches per year.  Some 
receive winter rains only and some receive summer 
rains only.  It is always useful to research your 
newly acquired plant to find out from which area it 
comes and care for it accordingly. 
 Aloes make wonderful landscape plans in 
Southern California.  Their glorious blooms in 
winter add spectacular color to any succulent 
planting. 
 We find that aloes appreciate some 
watering, year round.  They will respond more 
vigorously in their native growing season.  Fast 
draining, coarse soil is the key to successful 
cultivation of Aloe plants.  Depending on where 
they are from, some will take freezing without 
complaint, while others cannot stand even a close 
brush with 32 deg.  Placement of Aloes in your 
landscape or in collection requires some knowledge 
of the natural distribution of the plant in your 
collection. 
 Pests are few, but need consideration.  
Mealy bugs need to be controlled, but Aloe Mite is 
the worst pest.   

 
Aloe ferox blooms in late December through 

January. 

Aloe arborescens provides regular January color 
 

Aloe striata (Coral Aloe) bloom adds beauty to any 
garden 
 
 



2019 Upcoming Events 

Please save these dates as this entire list will not be in future newsletters. Events will be announced month by month in the next newsletters.  

 

Jan. 12-13          SAN GABRIEL CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 9am-4pm BOTH DAYS 

SHOW AND SALE---LA COUNTY ARBORETUM 310 NO. BALDWIN, ARCADIA, CA  Admissions free with 

Paid Arboretum Admission Free Parking Info: MANNY RIVERA 626-780-6957 or  

Tom Glavich (626) 798-2430 

 

     FEB. 9              SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY, WINTER SHOW AND SALE, BALBOA PARK, 

ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA  INFO 619-990-2051 

 

MAR 21-23       ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY,   

                         SPRING SHOW AND SALE, THURS. 21ST 6-9pm, FRI. 22ND 9-7pm, SAT.23RD 9-5pm. 1000 STATE 

COLLEGE BL (Anaheim United Methodist Church)  ANAHEIM, CA INFO 562-587-3357 

 

APR 13              CONEJO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY PLANT SALE   9am TO 3pm 

                           ELKS LODGE, 158 N. CONEJO SCHOOL ROAD, THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91362 

                           INFO: conejocss@hotmail.com 

 

APR. 13-14         SOUTH COAST CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW & SALE  

                            9-4 pm SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN 

                             26300 CRENSHAW BLVD., PALOS VERDES, CA   

                                                   http://www.southcoastcss.org  

 

APR. 28 HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE   10 to 5pm   HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS, 1151 

OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA. 626-405-3504 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ask the Experts 
Have a mystery plant? would you  
Like to know the species name of your plants? Well the experts are here to help! 
Bring in your plant, or a good picture, to our next meeting and we will call on our expert 
members to help solve your mystery



 
 

T  H  E    H  U  N  T  I  N  G  T  O  N     
LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS, AND BOTANICAL GARDENS 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California  91108   (626) 405-2100 

BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 
 
 

DESERT FORUM 
Saturday, 19 January 2019 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
9:00 – 9:45  Registration 

Please bring your CSSA or affiliated club badge or membership 
card for admission.  In order to receive free admission, you must 
arrive by 9:45.  Late arrivers will need to pay for Huntington 
admission. 

 
9:00 – 10:00 Coffee and doughnuts will be available in the lower section of the 

Desert Garden 
 
9:00 – 11:00  Desert Garden   

• Knowledgeable staff and docents will be stationed 
throughout the Desert Garden and Desert Conservatory 

• Aloes will be flowering 
 
11:00 – 1:00  Plant Sales – (exclusively for CSSA and club members) 

Gate opens by the Teaching Greenhouse at 11:00 for plant sales - 
please, no early bird shopping, and no shopping after 1:00. 

   Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted 
   
1:00 – 5:00  Free Time 

Participants are welcome to tour the gardens and galleries from 
10:00 to 5:00. 

 
Lunch: 
 

• Café 1919 in the visitor center features a variety of sandwiches, salads, and grilled 
items 

• The tea room at Liu Fang Yuan is a nice option for Asian food 
• Red Car (coffee shop), located near the Store, offers a small selection of pre-made 

options 



 

GATES	CACTUS	&	SUCCULENT	SOCIETY	
New	Member	/	Renewal 

     Date: ____________        Renewal Year: ___________ 

Name:  __________________________  Spouse, S/O: _____________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _____________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Dues: 
$20  □ Newsletter delivered by Email 

  $35  □ Newsletter delivered by Mail 

  $10  □ Name Badge 

    $__________________Total Paid 

 

Mail To: Jo Ann Crabtree – 4704 David wy. San Bernardino CA. 92404 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From:  Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 
13312 Ranchero Rd. Ste 18 PMB 333 

Oak Hills CA 92345 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


