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From the President:  

Welcome to a new year for all cactus and succulent lovers. December was 
a busy month for all of us and I hope those who attended the club’s annual 
Christmas Party last month had a wonderful time. The food was delicious and full 
of holiday treats. Thank you for sharing so much yummy edibles. The Redlands 
High School Chamber Singers once again provided some relaxing entertainment.  
Congratulations to all the 2015 Mini-Show winners. Their names are printed 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Each received a prized Joe Wujcik pottery.  Let this 
be your incentive to participate in the mini-show so bring your plants each month.  
Better yet, volunteer to be a guest judge with our regular judge and learn more 
about the details of judging plants. 

2016 will be another exciting year for the club as many annual succulent 
activities and show and sales are being organized. For start, the Huntington 
Botanical Garden will be hosting its annual Desert Forum on Saturday January 16, 
2016.  This event will be free to all CSSA affiliate club members. You must have 
your club’s name/ID badge to get the free admission. Everyone must have their 
own badge to get in. You will be able to enjoy the Desert Garden and Desert 
Conservatory before attending the plant sales. Bring your cash, check or credit card 
to make plant purchases. Please read event flyer at the end of the newsletter for 
further details of the day’s agenda. 
  Our speaker for the month is Michelle Cloud-Hughes who will be giving a talk 
with us about a new cholla species right in our local backyard. She most recently 
gave this talk to the CSSA Biennial Convention last June. The talk was well-
received and you will definitely enjoy her breadth of knowledge as a desert 
specialist and botanist. Her biography is also in this newsletter. 

I will have more updates as we meet again at this month’s meeting.  Please 
kindly renew your club membership so you can enjoy all of the benefits as an active 
member.  In the meantime, keep yourself warm and protect your plants from the 
nightly near-freezing temperature (depending on your location you may have 
already experienced freezing frost overnight). 

 
Phuc    
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Plants of the Month 
 
Cactus - Hooked 
spine Mammillaria 
 
Succulent - African 
Aloe Species 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!  
 
 
Jan 16th – Desert Forum 
See flyer below for 
details 
 
 
                                
March 5, 2016 ‐ Palms to 
Pine District Garden 
Festival‐ Colton, CA.  

NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY,  
January 6th at 7:00 PM  

AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE 1307 E CITRUS AVE, IN 

REDLANDS, CA 



Our speaker this month    Top 10 Mini Show Winners for  
           2015 
Michelle Cloud-Hughes  
Hiding in plain sight: a new  
Cactus species from the  
California Desert 
 
Cylindropuntia 
chuckwallensis is a newly-
described cactus found in 
San Bernardino, Riverside, 
and northern Imperial 
Counties, California. 
Michelle’s presentation will describe how this 
historically-misidentified cholla was determined to 
be a distinct new species and the characteristics 
that distinguish it from similar cholla species. This 
presentation will provide detailed information on 
where to see “the chucky cholla” as well as many 
other intriguing succulents found in the same 
areas.   
 
 
Michelle Cloud-Hughes is a botanist and 
restoration ecologist specializing in desert flora 
and ecosystems. She worked for the Soil Ecology 
and Restoration Group at San Diego State 
University from 1997 to 2013 and spent most of 
those years doing restoration work in the central 
Mojave Desert at Fort Irwin National Training 
Center. In 2010 she started her company, Desert 
Solitaire Botany and Ecological Restoration, and 
since then has been involved in many rare plant 
surveys and other botanical and restoration 
projects throughout the southwestern U.S. Her 
main love is Cylindropuntia, but she is also 
fascinated by other cactus, particularly 
Echinocereus, Grusonia, Pediocactus, and 
occasionally even Opuntia.    

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Holiday Party  

 

David Hawks  39

Greg & Anna  Cavanaugh  39

Dick Hammer  35

Bob Laughlin  30

Diana Roman  29

Karl Trisler  28

 Karen Roholt  22

 Tony Marino  20

Tommy Dodson  19

Rico Leon  13

Mini show Judges  
  

     New sign-up sheets available 

Kitchen Duty  
 

New sign-up sheets available 



 
 

Previous Recipients  (* deceased) 
1976  Col. J.W. Dennison* 
1977  Davis Newman* 
1978  Helen Herman* 
1979  Joyce Tate* 
1980  Marian Bell* 
1981  Gonah Schreckengast* 
1982  Brig. Will Mollet* 
1983  Sylvia Gould* 
1984  Mel Parks* 
1985  Joe Casey* 
1986  Leo & Lillian Pickoff 
1987  Eleanore Pounds* 
1988  Edith Crinklaw* 
1989  Joe Casey* 
1990  Dagmar Hert* 
1991  Doris Lutz* 
1992  Peggy Parks 
1993  Joe Gardner* 
1994  Diane Park 
1995  Howard Craig* 
1996  Ric & Marilyn Newcomer 
1997  Helen Hughes 
1998  Amber Jones 
1999  Kimberly & Barry Urman 
2000  Janet Burnham & Judy Horne 
2001  Dennis Kucera 
2002  Lois Utter* 
2003  Helen & Bernie Teunissen* 
2004  Buck Hemenway 
2005  Eva Dye 
2006  Chris & Karen Roholt 
2007  Bob Laughlin 
2008  Frank Nudge 
2009  Joella Olson 
2010  Mike Green 
2011  Yvonne Hemenway 
2012  Don & Mary Alice McGrew 
2013  Tony Marino 

 Newman Award Nominations 
 
 
- I would like to nominate our current President, 
Phuc Huynh for his outstanding contributions to 
the Society during his tenure as our President.  He 
has generously given of his time and talents, 
consistently making appearances at many events 
to publicize and represent Gates.  Some of these 
events include Market Nights 
and several Community Garden 
Events.  Additionally Phuc took on the leadership 
role working with our San Gabriel affiliate in 
coordinating a successful, world-class Convention 
at Claremont.  Additionally he guided our club in 
finding a new meeting location when it was no 
longer feasible to meet at the County Museum.  He 
also should be recognized for his vision 
in recruiting and developing the club's 
membership and keeping the organization 
cohesive while the Society underwent a major shift 
in leadership.  
Connie Ramirez 

 
 

 
- I would like to nominate Isabelle Moon for this 
year’s Newman Achievement Award.  She was a 
great representative for the Gates Club at the 2015 
CSSA Convention.  She spent countless hours on 
a beautiful program brochure. 
 
Anna Cavanaugh 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Renewal 
 

Its membership renewal time, and our board 
voted to increase dues for snail mail members 
ONLY to cover the costs of printing and 
postage. The mail membership will be 
$35 dollars a year, starting December 31 
2015. The email membership renewal will 
remain the same, $20 dollars. A membership 
renewal form is on the last page of this 
newsletter for your convenience. You can 
renew at the meeting, or by mail.  
 
 
 

Newman Achievement Award 
The Hazelle and Davis Newman 
Award is given annually to a person or 
couple who have served the society with 
contributions of time and talent and 
have not been so honored before.  The 
nominations must be in writing (none 
from the floor) and be presented or 
emailed to the President or the 
Newsletter Editor prior to the beginning 
of the December meeting.  We will vote 
on the winner in the January meeting. 



HOOKED SPINED MAMMILLARIA 
 
 The genus Mammillaria is by far the largest in the 
family Cactaceae with 232 currently recognized taxa.  
Mammillaria grow exclusively in the Western Hemisphere 
from the Central plains of the United States to Columbia.  A 
majority of the species grow in Mexico. 
 They are easy to grow and among the hardest of 
succulent plants to kill.  Early acquisitions follow collectors 
from the beginnings of their involvement in the hobby as 
they progress from novice growers until they are master 
growers and showing those old friends in the advanced class 
at the largest shows.  Nearly every succulent collection 
contains at least a few Mammillaria. 
 Mammillaria tend to be smallish plants but take all of 
the classic forms of cacti.  They can grow as globose 
rounded balls to columnar; as single heads or in clumps of 
stems; and with as few as one spine per areole to dozens 
which can be straight, hooked and all forms in between.  
The pointed tubercles give rise to the genus name.  

Mammillaria are easy to propagate.  They are very easy 
to grow from seed and the offsets are easily removed from 
the mother plants and rooted.  Both seed propagation and 
vegetative propagation are most successful in the 
spring/summer growing period. 

Seeds are sewn on the surface of a damp to wet soil and 
kept warm (80 deg F soil temperature) and humid (in a zip 
lock bag).  Germination should occur within a few days.  
When the plants start looking like little cacti, take them out 
of the humid environment, but continue to keep the soil 
damp through the first year. 

Offsets can be removed and placed on dry to slightly 
damp soil in the shade until rooting is observed, and then 
planted and treated like the parent plant. 
 They all flower with flower colors ranging from white 
to yellow to bright red and some species can be found in 
flower 12 months of the year. 
 Our plants for this month are the ones that grow with 
Hooked Spines.  Whether the central spine is hooked or all 
of them, they qualify.  Hooked-spined Mammillaria occur 
in all of the sub classes and tribes in the Mammillaria 
genus, so can have any of the shapes and growing habits 
that are found in the genus. 
  
Some Hooked Spined Mammillaria 
 
Mammillaria bombycina – Is a beautiful multi-headed 
clumping cactus with many fine white radial spines and a 
darker hooked central spine.  It is from Jalisco, Mexico, 
quickly offsetting to become a stunning plant. 

Mammillaria bombycina 
 
Mammillaria crinita ssp. leucantha.  From San Luis Potosi, 

Mexico, 
simple, 
rarely 
clustering, 
golden 
spines on a 
glossy 
green body 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mammillaria crinite ssp. leucantha 
 
Mammillaria bombycina ssp. perezdelarosa.  Recently 
moved to subspecies status.  The similarities are obvious, 
but many believe that this beauty should retain its status as a 
separate species. 

 

Mammillaria bombycina ssp perezdelarosa 
 
 
 

 



African Aloe Species 
   Buck Hemenway 
 One of our favorite and easiest to grow 
genera of succulent plants is Aloe.  This month’s 
subject is plants that are native to Africa and are 
the named taxa of the genus.  In other words a 
recognized sub species or variety qualifies, but not 
a hybrid made in any place other than habitat.  As 
is the case with many spectacular plant genera, 
man has used and loved Aloe plants since the 
earliest of recorded time.   
 Aloe has been categorized along with and 
included in several plant families, including 
Liliaceae.  There is still some controversy, but for 
now the genus Aloe is included in the family 
Aloaceae (1981) which is included in 
Asphodelaceae (1985). 
 Aloes range from among the smallest of 
succulents (A. haworthiodes) to the very largest 
(A. barbarae) and more than 561 taxa are 
recognized in the newest work “Aloes, the 
Definitive Guide”, published in 2010.  This new 
book is considered to be a “must have” by serious 
Aloe collectors. 
 The African group of Aloes represents the 
majority of the genus.  They grow from the north-
eastern part of the continent to the southern tip 
and are most heavily concentrated in South Africa.  
They grow in places that are extremely arid, 
receiving just a few inches of rain per year to areas 
that receive more than 50 inches per year.  Some 
receive winter rains only and some receive 
summer rains only.  It is always useful to research 
your newly acquired plant to find out from which 
area it comes and care for it accordingly. 
 Aloes make wonderful landscape plans in 
Southern California.  Their glorious blooms in 
winter add spectacular color to any succulent 
planting. 
 We find that aloes appreciate some 
watering, year round.  They will respond more 
vigorously in their native growing season.  Fast 
draining, coarse soil is the key to successful 
cultivation of Aloe plants.  Depending on where 
they are from, some will take freezing without 
complaint, while others cannot stand even a close 
brush with 32 deg.  Placement of Aloes in your 
landscape or in collection requires some 
knowledge of the natural distribution of the plant 
in your collection. 

 Pests are few, but need consideration.  
Mealy bugs need to be controlled, but Aloe Mite is 
the worst pest.  You can find good information on 
Aloe Mite on our Gates web site by clicking the 
box “C&S Pests, What to do” 

Aloe ferox blooms in late December through 
January. 

Aloe arborescens provides regular January color 

Aloe striata (Coral Aloe) bloom adds beauty to any 
garden 



 
 

T  H  E    H  U  N  T  I  N  G  T  O  N     

LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS, AND BOTANICAL GARDENS 

1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California  91108   (626) 405-2100 

BOTANICAL GARDENS 

 

 

 

 

 

DESERT FORUM 
Saturday, 16 January 2016 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 

9:00 – 10:00  Registration – in front of new visitor entry area 

Please bring your CSSA or affiliated club badge or membership 

card for admission 

 

9:00 – 11:00  Desert Garden   

   Knowledgeable staff and docents will be stationed throughout 

   the Desert Garden and Desert Conservatory 

   Aloes will be flowering 

 

11:00 – 1:00  Plant Sales 

Gate opens by the Teaching Greenhouse at 11:00 for plant sales - 

please, no early bird shopping 
   Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted 

   

1:00 – 4:30  Free Time 

Attendees are welcome to tour the gardens and galleries as of 

10:30 

 

Lunch: 

 

The Café in the new visitor center features a variety of sandwiches and grilled items 

 

The tea room at Liu Fang Yuan is a lovely option for fresh Chinese food 

 

 

 



 

GATES CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

New Member / Renewal 

        

 Date: ____________    Renewal Year: ___________ 

Name: __________________________ Spouse, S/O: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Dues: 
$20 □ Newsletter delivered by Email 

 $30 □Newsletter delivered by Mail 

 $10 □Name Badge 

  $__________________Total Paid 
 

Mail To: Ann Reynolds – 5086 Via Serena Alta Loma, CA 91701 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From:  Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 

13312 Ranchero Rd. Ste 18 PMB 333 

Oak Hills CA 92344 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 


