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From the President:  

Although the calendar may say it’s winter, this warm weather has 
been more typical for southern California this time of the year. Nonetheless, 
El Nino is still active and we can only wait and hope for more rain.  
Meanwhile, I am sure everyone is preparing your plants for the upcoming 
growing season.  Be sure to keep handy the schedule of show and sales for 
this year.  Once again our club will be participating in many local events and 
shows.  Your volunteer help is requested for many of these events.    

Saturday March 5, 2016 is the Palms to Pines District Garden Festival 
in Colton from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  The theme for the show is “Spring 
Awakening.”  There will be a plant show for judging so you can enter your 
plant(s) and have fun.  The Gates club will be selling plants at the festival as 
well as presenting a talk on growing and propagating succulents.  Come 
enjoy the festival and join us at the sales table and the talk. It’s all free! 

Preparation for our big annual show and sale in May is actively 
proceeding. The club needs everyone’s help and involvement. This year the 
planning committee wants to use more portable “pop-up” tents for the sales 
area.  If you have one of these “pop-up” tent please consider loaning it to the 
club for use during the show/sale. Contact me or John Reynolds at (909) 
935-7490 as soon as possible. As usual, more updates to share at the 
meeting.  Woody Minnich will be the guest speaker this month sharing with 
us a recent trip to Mexico. This should be another memorable and 
educational Woody presentation.   

Everyone is invited to bring some snack, food, or any edibles for the 
informal potluck during the meeting break. Don’t be shy. Remember to enter 
your plants for this month’s mini-show. 
 
Phuc  
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Plants of the Month 
 
Cactus -Coryphantha, 
Escobaria 
 
Succulent -Echeveria 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!  
                           
March 5, 2016 - Palms 
to Pine District Garden 
Festival- Colton, CA.  
 
March 17, 18, & 19 - 
Orange County Cactus 
and Succulent Show 
and Sale 

NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY, March 2nd at 7:00 PM 
  

AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 1307 E 
CITRUS AVE, IN REDLANDS, CA 



     Our speaker this month  
 
  Woody Minnich   

Mexico, The Hidden 
Treasures of Coahuila 
 

Woody, as he is 
commonly called, has 
been in the cactus hobby 
for some 45 years and 
has become well known 
for his participation in 
many of the cactus and 
succulent clubs. He is an honorary life member of 
nine clubs as well as a life member and Friend of 
the CSSA (Cactus & Succulent Society of 
America.)   

He has served in almost all positions of 
leadership from president, to newsletter editor, to 
show chairman and so on. He is also known for his 
extensive field work studying primarily the cactus 
family. He has traveled throughout Africa, 
Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, 
Peru, Socotra, the United States and Yemen. 
From these trips and his nursery experience, he 
has developed an extensive knowledge of the 
cactus family as well as many of the other 
succulent genera. 

Woody and his wife Kathy live in the 
beautiful mountains south of Santa Fe New 
Mexico, in a region called Cedar Grove.  He has a 
small 1,200 sq, ft. greenhouse and a few cold 
frames where he grows his unique plants. He is 
always on the move and travels frequently to do 
presentations and shows throughout the western 
United States. Woody is the proud parent of three 
children, Leah, Denver and Sarah, all of whom are 
now grown and out in the big world. Woody is also 
the proud grandparent of three grandsons, 
Indiana, Ashton and Logan. He is a retired high 
school teacher of 32 years where he taught 
Graphic Arts, Architecture, Art and Health. 

 
 

Mexico, The Hidden Treasures of 
Coahuila 

By Wendell S. Woody Minnich 2015 
 

 Mexico is thought by many to be the richest 
region in the world for cacti.  For all those individuals 
who travel in search of rare and unusual cacti, their 
first choice is often Mexico. The Sierra Madre 

Oriental is considered the center of diversity for 
Mexican genera, ranging from Ariocarpus to 
Aztekiums, Echinocereus,Ferocactus, Geohintonia, 
Gymnocactus, Mammillaria, Obregonia, 
Pelecephora ,Thelocactus, Turbinicarpus and 
many, many more. Because of the plethora of 
plants found in the states of Tamalipas, Nuevo 
Leon, San Luis Potosi and Hidalgo, most field 
workers have just decided to ignore the little 
explored Coahuila.  
 For most of us, Coahuila and its neighboring 
state of Chihuahua were often only used as drive-
throughs on our way to the succulent rich south. In 
recent years, many of the serious plant explorers 
have started finding new back country roads in 
these two states. These new roads have graciously 
opened up some of the rarely explored areas to 
extremely remote regions, and some of these back 
country roads (trails) 
are not even found on 
the maps! Coahuila, 
as close as it is to the 
USA, actually has 
some of the least 
explored and most 
remote regions in all of 
Mexico.  

On our trip through Coahuila, we drove for 
many hours without ever seeing other vehicles or 
back country people. There were no urban or 
agricultural developments as these wild places are 
still virtually untouched! The valleys and mountains 
of these expanses will surely offer many new 
species for the field worker willing to do some 
serious exploring. Near the roads, if you wish to call 
them roads, I saw only a few dried-up old ghost 
towns where apparently some tough old Mexicans, 
probably from the Poncho Villa era, once resided. 

From the unknown territories of Coahuila, 
there have been numerous new cacti and other 
succulents discovered and rediscovered. The 
crown jewel of these new plants is the fantastic 
Mammillaria luethyi. It was lost for over 60 years 
since its original siting, growing in a rusted tin can 
on a dusty ranchito porch. All of us exploring Mexico 
had searched for this very special Mammillaria, until 
only a few years ago, Luethy found it in northern 
Coahuila. The Sierra del Carmen, which abuts the 

Rio Grand and the 
Big Bend National 
Park, has also 
been the origin of 
other new species. 
Close to this area, 
we discovered a 
new, very beautiful 



Echinomastus, or possibly Gymnocactus? Also 
from this region we found a very handsome red 
Sedum, as well as Echinocereus longisetus, and 
the northern most of the Echeverias, Echeveria 
strictaflora. In a remote dry lake bed, Laguna la 
Leche, we admired the amazingly cryptic Escobaria 
abdita. Wow, just some of the treasures of 
Coahuila!  

 
This trip 

was also to be 
an adventure in 
seeing some of 
the brand new 
Agaves, 
Echeverias, 
Astrophytums, Echinocereus and Mammillarias. 
We scored on almost everything we went to see, 
and never, in the 45 years that I have traveled 
Mexico, have I seen it so green. This talk will also 
feature many cacti and other succulents that have 
never been seen in books or presentations. Come 
explore Mexico with me! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      February Mini Show   
 
Cacti  
Novice 
Small 1st Neoporteria multicolor – Mike 
Madrigal 
2nd Neoporteria jussieui – Karl Trisler 
3rd Eriosyce occulta – Karl Trisler 
 
Intermediate 
Small 1st Copiapou dealbata – Rico Leon 
2nd Eriosyce – Karen Roholt 
3rd Copiapou humilis – Karen Roholt  
 
Advanced 
Large 1st Eriosyce senilis – Greg & Anna 
Cavanaugh 
2nd Copiapua krainziana – Rico Leon 
3rd Copiapua tennuissima – Greg & Anna 
Cavanaugh 
3rd Copiapua humilis tenuissima – Greg & 
Anna Cavanaugh 
 
Succulent  
Intermediate 
Small 1st Senicio articulates – Karen Rohlt 
Large 1st Othonna arbuscular – Dick Hammer 
2nd Kleinia neriifolia – Tommy Dudson 
3rd Senecio mandraliscae – Karen Roholt 
 
Advanced 
Large 1st Othonna triplinervia – David Hawks 
2nd Othonna herrei – Greg & Anna Cavanaugh 
3rd Senecio sp – Diana Roman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mini show Judges  
  

     New sign-up sheets available 

Kitchen Duty  
 

New sign-up sheets available 



 
 
 

Previous Recipients  (* deceased) 
1976  Col. J.W. Dennison* 
1977  Davis Newman* 
1978  Helen Herman* 
1979  Joyce Tate* 
1980  Marian Bell* 
1981  Gonah Schreckengast* 
1982  Brig. Will Mollet* 
1983  Sylvia Gould* 
1984  Mel Parks* 
1985  Joe Casey* 
1986  Leo & Lillian Pickoff 
1987  Eleanore Pounds* 
1988  Edith Crinklaw* 
1989  Joe Casey* 
1990  Dagmar Hert* 
1991  Doris Lutz* 
1992  Peggy Parks 
1993  Joe Gardner* 
1994  Diane Park 
1995  Howard Craig* 
1996  Ric & Marilyn Newcomer 
1997  Helen Hughes 
1998  Amber Jones 
1999  Kimberly & Barry Urman 
2000  Janet Burnham & Judy Horne 
2001  Dennis Kucera 
2002  Lois Utter* 
2003  Helen & Bernie Teunissen* 
2004  Buck Hemenway 
2005  Eva Dye 
2006  Chris & Karen Roholt 
2007  Bob Laughlin 
2008  Frank Nudge 
2009  Joella Olson 
2010  Mike Green 
2011  Yvonne Hemenway 
2012  Don & Mary Alice McGrew 
Cont. 

2013  Tony Marino 
2015  Phuc Huynh 
 

Newman Achievement Award  
 

You voted, and the results are in!  
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the 2016 Newman Achievement award recipient, 
our Gates CSS President Phuc Huynh! Thank you 
for all your hard work and dedication to our 
beloved club. Your efforts have not gone 
unnoticed, and I am happy to see you receive this 
honor.  
  Thank you for all you do.  
   -Trisha Davis 
 
 
 

Membership Renewal 
 

Its membership renewal time, and our board 
voted to increase dues for snail mail members 
ONLY to cover the costs of printing and 
postage. The mail membership will be 
$35 dollars a year. The email membership 
renewal will remain the same, $20 dollars. A 
membership renewal form is on the last page 
of this newsletter for your convenience. You 
can renew at the meeting, or by mail. March is 
the last month to renew your membership to 
avoid newsletter interruption.  
 
 

Palms to Pines District 
Of California Gardens Clubs, Inc. 
Garden Festival, Boutique & 

Flower Show 
March 5, 2016 10:00 am‐ 4:00 pm 
Lawrence Hutton Community 

Center 
660 Colton Ave. 
Colton, CA 92324 

Contact (951) 663‐5237/ 
rlang10@verizon.net 

 

Newman Achievement Award 
The Hazelle and Davis Newman 
Award is given annually to a person 
or couple who have served the 
society with contributions of time and 
talent and have not been so honored 
before. The nominations must be in 
writing (none from the floor) and be 
presented or emailed to the President 
or the Newsletter Editor prior to the 
beginning of the December meeting.  
We will vote on the winner in the 
January meeting. 



Calendar of Upcoming Events 2016 
 
March 17, 18, & 19:  
Orange County Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale.  
Thursday from 6 pm to 8 pm; Friday from 9 am to 7 pm; and Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm. Anaheim 
United Methodist Church, 1000 S. State College Blvd, Anaheim. Information: 562-587-3357 
 
April 9 & 10:  
South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.  
Saturday and Sunday, South Coast Botanic Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes.  
Information: 310-378-1953 or www.southcoastcss.org 
 
April 24: 
Huntington Plant Sale. Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm. Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford 
Road, San Marino. Information: 626-406-3504 
 
April 30 & May 1:  
Sunset Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.  
Saturday and Sunday. Veterans’ Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117 Overland Ave, Culver City. 
Information: 310-822-1783 
 
May 1: 
South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale,  
Sunday from 9 am to 4 pm. South Coast Botanical Gardens. Information: 310-833-6823 
 
May 13 & 14: 
Gates Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.  
Friday and Saturday from 9 am to 4:30 pm at Land Scapes Southern California Style, 450 East 
Alessandro Blvd., Riverside. Information: 951-360-8802 
 
May 21 & 22:  
Long Beach Cactus Club Plant Show and Sale.  
Saturday and Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm. Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bixby Hill Road, Long 
Beach. Information 562-631-5876 
 
May 28 & 29:  
Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Annual Show and Sale.  
Saturday and Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm. Ludwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo. 
Information: 805-237-2064 or www.centralcoastcactus.org 
 
June 4 & 5: 
San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.  
Balboa Park, room 101, San Diego. Information 858-382-1797 
 
 
June 9, 10, 11, & 12: 
Mid States Cactus and Succulent Conference –  
Hosted by the Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society. For information go to internet:  
15th Biennial Mid States Cactus and Succulent Conference

 
 

 
 



Coryphantha and Escobaria 
   Tom Glavich 
 Coryphantha and Escobaria are two closely 
related genera.  They are both also closely related 
to Mammillaria, and almost all of the species have 
been described at one time or another as members 
of all three genera. 
 Both Coryphantha and Escobaria have 
furrowed tubercles (Mammillaria do not), and most 
Coryphantha have extra floral nectarines (glands 
that produce nectar located in the skin of the 
plant), while Escobaria do not.  The furrow is a 
groove that goes from the tip to the base of the 
tubercle.  It is sometimes obvious, and sometimes 
so faint that it is hard to see.  There are also floral 
differences, with Escobaria flowers tending to 
fringed petals while Coryphantha flowers have 
simple petals.  Both Coryphantha and Escobaria 
flower from the top of the plant rather than a ring 
of flowers farther down the plant. 
 Both of these genera have some spectacular 
species, and both are neglected by most collectors.  
They are relatively easy to grow, and are 
temporarily out of fashion, although Coryphantha 
has recently become more popular. 
 Coryphantha is a medium sized genus of 
mostly globular plants from Mexico and te 
Southwestern United States.  The range of 
Coryphantha overlaps that of Thelocactus, stretching 
through Texas into Oklahoma in the north and 
continuing into Arizona and California to San 
Bernardino.  In the south, the genus stretches to 
Oaxaca.  The center of the range is the central 
states of Mexico, San Luis Potosi, Zacatecas and 
Nuevo Leon.  There are 50 – 80 species depending 
on the reference chosen, and the accepted extent of 
the genus.  They are grown for their beautiful 
spination and large colorful flowers. 
 Escobaria has about 23 species, some 
variable.  It covers the range from Central Mexico 
to Southern Canada, with two species accounting 
for most f the very wide range. 
 Cultivation of both genera is similar to 
Mammillaria, except that Coryphantha are more 
sensitive to overwatering, and in general, 
somewhat more prone to rot.  They start growing 
later in the year than Mammillaria, and stay active 
later into the summer.  Too much watrer before 
active growth starts can lead to their demise.  
Overall, cultivation ios not difficult, and well 
within the capability of all growers.  Since many 
come from the Southwestern United States and 

higher elevations in Mexico, they are tolerant of 
cold, when dry and should pose no difficult 
problems in Southern California. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coryphantha radians 
Escobaria minima 

 



Echeveria 
   Buck Hemenway 
 Echeveria is a wholly New World genus in 
the Crassulaceae family.  The plants mainly occur 
in subtropical to tropical zones of Mexico and in 
South America in the northwestern countries as far 
south as Peru.   

They tend to grow on “pioneer” plant 
growth plots that have been disturbed by volcanic 
or other activity.  They occur at relatively high 
elevations (from 3,000 ft up) and most generally on 
steep, rocky slopes that are not hospitable for other 
and larger plants.  Their habitat seems to be in 
areas that get heavy summer monsoonal rains, but 
also allow moisture to help them grow throughout 
the year.  We can see the type of area that they 
prefer in the road cuts south of Temecula on both 
sides of old hiway 395 where Dudleya 
pulverulenta grows in profusion.  Early explorers 
of this genus were always amazed at just how 
small the range of individual species was. 

So, we see that the best way to grow them 
is by heavily watering in summer using a very fast 
draining planting medium and light watering the 
rest of the year.  Our inland weather tends to be a 
little too hot for some during the hottest part of the 
summer.  They do well in the ground in fast 
draining areas.  They prefer morning sun with 
afternoon shade, but will survive in more shady 
and sunnier spots. 

The plants range in size from very tiny 
(less that 1” across) heads to large (more than 2’ 
across) ones.  Most of them offset naturally and 
will form attractive clumps over time.  The blooms 
are born on lengthy inflorescences and range in 
color from white to yellow to red.  They mainly 
bloom in the early spring into summer. 

There are hundreds of hybrids that have 
been produced all over the world.  Some of the 
most attractive plants in our collections are the 
large hybrid Echeverias. 

Mealy bugs are the biggest pest problem.  
One must keep a watchful eye out for them on 
collection plants.  The little beasties love 
Echeverias and will decimate a collection if left 
unchecked. 
 
 
 
 
 

Echeveria “Dick Wright” 

Echeveria peacockii 

Echeveria “Mauna Loa” 







 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From:  Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 
13312 Ranchero Rd. Ste 18 PMB 333 

Oak Hills CA 92344 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


